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SSPPEECCTICKER... LOOSE LIPS.  EX-AIDE SAYS TRADE MINISTER CHAFES UNDER HARPER S TIGHT REINS. A10

BY ROB FAULKNER

Some programs touch rural
Kenya or Haiti or the open road
to job success. Others travel the
challenging path of teaching lit-
eracy, health or life skills to the
city’s most vulnerable students.

The Hamilton-Wentworth
District School Board covered
plenty of ground yesterday in its
first Profiling Excellence
Awards, featuring the best in 
local public education.

And, thanks to winner West-
dale high, you can see a lot of
that ground.

Its program in Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS),
launched four years ago by
teacher Dino Crapsi, lets teens
use charts, tables and maps to
tackle real-world problems.

After the education ministry
pushed GIS as a valuable career
skill, Crapsi began to explore his
twin loves of geography and
computing. He began with a
bank of seven computers, but
took students further by letting
them map a world of data they
often selected.

“Yeah, we’ve had some bogus
ones, like Dog Spraying in
Churchill Park, but they’re using
the skills and it keeps them inter-
ested in learning,” said Crapsi,
who notes Westdale has two ded-
icated GIS courses and teaches
GIS in every geography course.

Students, who have won
awards at McMaster University,
have done projects like Road Kill
Patterns on Cootes Drive, Graf-
fiti Patterns in the Westdale
Community, Ambulance Sta-
tion Locations and even An 

Efficiency Analysis of Beer
Truck Delivery Routes.

Coming soon, they’ll help
Westdale’s caretaker map fire
escape routes to see if any
school stairwells are overbur-
dened. An archeologist Crapsi
met in Second Cup may 
enlist students to help in 

his field research.
“That’s why it’s become so

popular. They pick projects they
want to do and they realize these
are real-life problems they’ll
find solutions to,” said Crapsi,
noting student GIS work found
routes that could save school
board delivery drivers thou-

sands of kilometres a year.
Six judges chose winners of

the Profiling Excellence awards
from applications schools sent
in. They were a board superin-
tendent, a vice-principal, head
of an elementary teachers’
union, staff at Dofasco, the
Hamilton Teachers Credit

Union and the Industry Educa-
tion Council.

Barton Secondary vice-prin-
cipal Randy Gallant, who chairs
the year-old Profiling Excel-
lence committee struck by 
education director Chris
Spence, said the goal is to find
programs, not individuals, 

deserving of acclaim.
Judges measured programs on

their record of performance,
community links, specializa-
tion in a field, teaching prac-
tices and innovation.

At Parkview secondary, near
Ivor Wynne Stadium, a voca-
tional school where some kids
arrive in Grade 9 reading at a
Grade 2 level, excellence came
in the form of inventive reading
material.

“I had a course called Work-
place English, where you study
WHMIS (Workplace Hazardous
Materials Information System)
and basic traffic signs. And I
just thought to extend that four
years ago to include the (On-
tario) Driver’s Handbook,” said
literacy teacher Michael Leslie.

He got rave reviews from par-
ents, thrilled their kids were
learning something useful.
Leslie vowed that, even if it had
to happen before or after school,
he’d try to involve more stu-
dents in the study of the driver’s
handbook. 

The result was a literacy ini-
tiative called Drive to Success,
in which students meet with
teachers at lunch and are even-
tually able to pass the driver’s
test required for many entry
level jobs.

“This is not a driver’s ed pro-
gram. It’s a literacy program for
below grade readers,” said
Leslie, amused that observers
often dwell on the fact he gave
up his lunches to help students
who often grow up in poverty.

rfaulkner@thespec.com
905-526-2468

BY JOHN BURMAN

A popular and outspoken native
doctor has been dressed down
for tampering with an aborigi-
nal health clinic’s computer
records system and putting its
patients at risk.

Dr. Michael Monture, 48, was
found to have committed pro-
fessional misconduct  by block-
ing access to patient records
and reprimanded by a College of
Physicians and Surgeons of On-
tario discipline panel Tuesday. 

Monture was also ordered to
complete the college’s medical
ethics and informed consent

course at his own expense with-
in six months and pay the col-
lege $3,750 in costs.

The panel said Monture, who
has a family practice on Sour
Springs Road near Hagersville
and privileges at Hamilton
General Hospital, is free to
practise without restriction. 

The panel accepted an agreed
statement of facts indicating
the computer incident occurred
March 25, 2001, at the De dwa
da dehs ney >s Aboriginal
Health Centre (AHC) during a
dispute Monture had with the
centre’s management. 

At the time, Monture felt the

centre — with facilities in Brant-
ford and Hamilton — was “not
functioning in a culturally ap-
propriate or sensitive fashion.”

Monture was fired from the
centre shortly after the comput-
er incident and sued AHC for
wrongful dismissal. Mr. Justice
J. Sutherland heard and dis-
missed Monture’s suit in Supe-
rior Court in January 2003, and
ordered him to pay most of the
AHC’s costs to defend itself.

Bruce Peterkin, executive di-
rector of the AHC, said yester-
day the college’s decision has
further vindicated the centre.

“It’s over now, passed and we

have moved on,” said Peterkin.
“Dr. Monture is a good doctor
and we wish him well on his
healing journey.” 

Monture was not available for
comment.

The statement said Monture
“remotely accessed health
records system of Brantford and
Hamilton clinic facilities and
took steps to restrict access to
the health records system.

“When the staff arrived on
the morning of March 26, they
were alarmed to be denied ac-
cess to the records system,” said
college spokesperson Jill Hefley,
reading from the statement.

“By blocking access to the
records system, Dr. Monture
precluded all patients from at-
tending the clinic that morning.
Because the system also con-
tained patient contact informa-
tion, staff were not able to con-
tact patients to cancel appoint-
ments.”

Hefley said the panel decided
“while there was no evidence
any patients were adversely af-
fected by the brief interruption
of access to records … Dr. Mon-
ture’s actions put patients at risk
of harm.”

The discipline panel withdrew
two other allegations, one that

Monture told the centre staff to
cancel all his appointments after
March 7, 2001, because he was
engaged in a dispute with its ad-
ministration and another alleg-
ing he tried to convince patients
to avoid the clinic because it was
not operating in a culturally ap-
propriate or sensitive fashion.

One of about 100 aboriginal
physicians in Canada, Monture
obtained his medical degree
from the University of Western
Ontario in 1982, then ran a pri-
vate practice in London.

jburman@thespec.com
905-526-2469

Top programs in public schools 
Real-world geography and innovative literacy learning are among the best

GARY YOKOYAMA, THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Westdale teacher Dino Crapsi says Geographic Information Systems is popular because students are finding solutions to actual problems.

Glen Brae Middle School
A Road Race to Kenyan Relief
With seven years of volunteer-
ing with the Around the Bay
Road Race, the east end Glen
Brae created an adopt-a-school
program that helps underpriv-
ileged kids in rural Kenya with
such things as sanitation by 
donating outdoor latrines at
Kenyan schools.

Accommodation and Planning:
Transportation
Transportation Safety Planning
For safe daily transportation of
about 16,000 students in 360
vehicles, creative problem-
solving and dealing with the use
of buses for school trips.

Westdale Secondary School
Geography Department: GIS program
The Geographic Information
System (GIS) program at West-
dale lets students make 
links between geography cur-
riculum and various communi-
ties.

Parkview Secondary School
Drive to Success Literacy Initiative
Gives students literacy skills
that will lead to a beginner’s
driver’s licence, which will im-
prove their job prospects on
graduation.

Sanford Avenue School
Healthy Community Development 
Program
In a community of poverty and
disenfranchised youth, a group
of volunteers are working to
make Sanford a healthier, more
vibrant community. It uses free

after-school programs, free
daily nutritious snacks for stu-
dents of Sanford Avenue, and
tries to build a sense of commu-
nity.

Parkside Secondary School
The Deca Business Program 
DECA is an educational/pro-
fessional group with a focus on
leadership, career and profes-
sional development. Due to its

success at Parkside, a DECA
course will be taught in fall
2006, the first of its kind in
Ontario.

Rousseau School
Passion for Reading Through Learning
Communities
Staff created a schedule in
which older and younger grades
team up weekly for one hour to
work on literacy.

Sherwood Secondary School
The Hockey Canada Skills Academy
The academy was designed to
improve skill development for
students in minor hockey.
Sherwood was one of the first 15
schools in Canada to be 
approved as an academy.

C.B. Stirling School
Single Gender Learning
Stirling gives students, in con-

sultation with parents, the
chance to learn in either single-
gender or co-ed classes in
grades 7 and 8. It’s based on re-
search showing many boys un-
derperform in co-ed classes.
More students at Stirling now
have averages above 80 per
cent.

Cornerstone Youth Services
Care, Treatment and 
Correctional Programs
Cornerstone, which serves
teens with emotional, behav-
ioural and psychiatric prob-
lems, uses a therapeutic com-
munity model that lets kids age
13 to 18 work out roles, relation-
ships, decisions and their prob-
lems. Teens earn credits and
skills they’ll need to re-enter a
community school.

Community and Continuing Edu-
cation, HWDSB
Literacy and Basic Skills, Modified
For developmentally disabled
adults, it helps develop numer-
acy and communication so stu-
dents can move from school to
work and vice versa.

Communication Services:
Franklin Rd., Gibson, G.R. Allan,
Green Acres and Stinson St.
schools
Grade 1 Speech and Language Program
Five small class programs 
help Grade 1 students with se-
vere speech and language
needs. Kids are tested in
kindergarten, placed in the
program for one year, then re-
turn to their home school for
Grade 2.

Communication Services
Making it KLLIC! Kindergarten Lan-
guage and Literacy in the Classroom
The Making it KLLIC! program
lets speech language patholo-
gists, teachers and experts in
communication disorders help
kindergarten kids speak and
read well. The pathologist visits
the full class every two weeks
for a lesson in partnership with
the teacher, bridging the gap
between identifying kids who
need help and doing the inter-
vention.

Delta Secondary School 
Living and Working with Children Co-op
Students take a two-credit co-
op in child care and the course
Living and Working with Chil-
dren. 
It helps on their application to
Mohawk College’s Early Child-
hood Education and Child and
Youth Worker programs
through a board agreement
with the college. It’s a career
pathway and teens report feel-
ing ready for college.

Health Care Support Services 
Program/ Experiential Learning/
Student Success
Caring for Our Future: Health Care 
Support Services Program
The program, locally developed
by the board and Hamilton
Health Sciences, lets students
earn high school credits and
certification inside a hospital.
It has received attention from
the education minister and
landed 20 students occasional
part-time jobs in customer
support services at HHS.

Winners of the Profiling Excellence Awards, 2006
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Mike Leslie, a literacy teacher at Parkview Secondary School, uses the Ontario Driver’s Handbook as
classroom reading material. It often helps students pass the driver’s licence exam required for entry-
level jobs and parents are happy their kids are learning something practical.

Native doctor reprimanded for blocking access to files 
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